BELLEVUE PLACE EDUCATION TRUST: CONFIDENCE IN
GOOD HYGIENE WITH DARO HAND INSPECTION UNITS
Preparing for the return to school and educating everyone on
the value of good handwashing technique

Phasing in the return to school life
Mark Greatrex, CEO of BPET, comments: “Each of our schools are different, and they will be planning
their phased openings in different ways. This in itself will pose many challenges – for schools across the
country.
“Social distancing in schools is almost an impossibility, but our team of staff will do all they can to ensure
that the children are as separated as they can be, and hygiene protocols are followed. We will keep an eye
on children (and staff) to try and quickly identify potential Coronavirus symptoms. It’s about being vigilant
and taking the necessary steps to remain as safe as possible.”
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ABOUT BPET – COVID-19
Bellevue Place Education Trust (BPET)
operates what it terms as a ‘family’ of
eight Free Schools across London and
Berkshire. All BPET schools are focused
to deliver high quality provision in areas
where there is a shortage of primary
school places.
With more than 2,000 pupils and 320 staff
across the eight schools, like schools
nationally BPET is currently operating at
two per cent of capacity during the
current Covid-19 pandemic. With a large
proportion of the remaining pupils doing
live lessons from home.

Opting for the Daro Hand Inspection Cabinet – to support
infection control

Following the Government guidance, the
Trust is now preparing for the schools to
reopen on the 1st June.

To assist the safe return to school, BPET has taken eight Hand Inspection Cabinets from Suffolk-based manufacturer Daro UV Systems.
With one unit per school, the hand inspection cabinet provides a striking visual and educational aid for users by using UVA, long wave UV light, and
light responsive Glitterbug lotion - to highlight areas where handwashing must be improved. After washing, when hands are placed in the inspection
cabinet any remaining lotion will fluoresce under the ultraviolet lamp, thus demonstrating flaws in the hand washing technique of the user.
Julian Cant, general manager at Daro UV Systems, adds: “By helping pupils, teachers and support staff identify where they need to improve
handwashing technique, more effective infection control can be achieved.”

Educating the school on effective handwashing
The initial plan is to place the units into the classrooms for the staff to educate the children in how to properly clean their hands. The units will also
help to show teachers and support staff on how they made need to change their own handwashing technique.
Mark Greatrex isn’t ruling out the possibility of bringing further units into the sites, he adds: “If the cabinets are well used, and help to really reinforce
good hygiene, then we may either move them into the reception area – asking parents and visitors to use them on arrival. Or we may look to purchase
more to make them part of a more regular hygiene programme.”

Instilling confidence in parents, staff and children
“Our school Head Teachers are delighted with the units,” adds Mark. “They believe they will really help to improve hand hygiene levels. At the end of
the day, we can’t stop infections, but we can help to reduce their potential spread. And as we head back to school and then towards autumn and
winter, it won’t just be about Covid-19, we also have to consider colds and the flu.
“We will be writing to all parents and staff over the next few weeks, and our messaging will include details about the education work we will be doing
around hygiene to include the Hand Inspection Cabinet. We want to demonstrate that we are taking the best measures possible to keep schools a
safe place and to provide confidence to staff, parents and children.”

